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TAGS: PARM, CCD 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON CW 

LONDON FOR FLOWERREE, US CW CONSULTATIONS 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST MARCH 21, 

AND IS QUOTED FOR INFORMATION OF US BRIEFING TEAM. SAME OR 
SIMILAR ARTICLE MAY APPEAR IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS, AND MAY 
STIMULATE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS TO BRIEFING TEAM. 
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BEGIN TEXT. PENTAGON UPGRADING NERVE GAS WARFARE. THE 
PENTAGON IS QUIETLY UPGRADING ITS ABILITY TO WAGE WAR WITH 
NERVE GAS. A WEAPON THAT CAN CAUSE AGONIZING DEATH FROM 
SPASMS AND CONVULSIONS IF ONLY A DROP OR TWO GETS ON A 
PERSON'S SKIN. 

THE NAVY IS SPENDING $1.5 MILLION THIS YEAR TO RESUME RE- 
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SEARCH ON A BOMB, CODE-NAMED ’BIG EYE," THAT WOULD SPREAD 
THE GAS OVER A SQUARE MILE. THE ARMY IS SPENDING $2.7 MIL- 
LION TO CONTINUE RESEARCH ON A "BINARY" ARTILLERY SHELL THAT 
WOULD MIX TWO HARMLESS CHEMICALS IN FLIGHT TO FORM NERVE GAS. 

WORK ON THE BOMB HAD BEEN CANCELED IN 1969-THE YEAR THE 
UNITED STATES ENDED ITS GERM WARFARE PROGRAM, AND ONE YEAR 

AFTER NERVE GAS WAFTED 30 MILES FROM A TEST SITE IN UTAH 
AND KILLED 6,000 SHEEP. 

A "DE-EMPHASIS" FOLLOWED, INCLUDING THE DECISION TO PHASE 
OUT THE ARMY'S CHEMICAL CORPS, WHICH DEALT WITH DEFENSE 
AGAINST GAS AS WELL AS WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT. 

THE ARMY NOW HAS REVERSED THAT DECISION. THE REASON IT 
CITES IS A GROWTH IN THE SOVIET UNION'S CHEMICAL WARFARE 
CAPABILITY. ALTHOUGH BOTH NATIONS HAVE SIGNED A TREATY RE- 
NOUNCING ITS FIRST USE. 

"WE UNDERESTIMATED THE THREAT AND IT GOT US IN TROUBLE," 

SAID A CHEMICAL WARFARE EXPERT. "WE WOKE UP IN 1975 AND 
DECIDED IT WAS A BAD STORY. THE SOVIETS WERE PUSHING THEIR 
CAPABILITY. OUR TRAINING WASN'T BEING DONE AND OUR SOLDIERS 
WEREN'T CAPABLE OF SURVIVING IN CHEMICAL WARFARE." 

OFFICIALS CITE REPORTS FROM RUSSIAN DEFECTORS THAT THE 
POLITICAL DECISION TO USE CHEMICAL WARFARE ALREADY HAS BEEN 
MADE, AND SOVIET COMMANDERS CAN ISSUE THE ORDERS ON THEIR 
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OWN. IN THE UNITED STATES, THE ORDER WOULD HAVE TO COME 
FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

CHEMICAL WARFARE EXPERTS TALK IN A CHILLING WAY ABOUT 
POSSIBLE USE OF GAS MINES, MISSILES. BOMBS AND SHELLS AS DE- 
FENSIVE AND OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. 

NEVERTHELESS, MOST OF THE THRUST OF THIS YEAR'S PROGRAM- 
SI 47 MILLION OUT OF A TOTAL OF $186 MILLION-IS DEFENSIVE, 

WITH PRIORITY ON OVERGARMENTS THAT WOULD PROTECT TROOPS 
FROM RUSSIAN NERVE GAS. US UNITS DO NOT NOW HAVE SUCH 
EQUIPMENT. 

OFFICIALS SAY PRODUCTION OF THE BINARY SHELL WOULD MAKE 
THE STOCKPILE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS, KEPT MOSTLY AT US DEPOTS, 
MORE SAFE. CONGRESS VETOED $15.9 MILLION TO START WORK ON 
PRODUCTION FACILITIES FOR THE SHELLS IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, 

AND FORMER PRESIDENT FORD TOOK THE REQUEST OUT OF THE BUD- 
GET NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION. END TEXT 
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2. BACKGROUND FOR US TEAM PROVIDED SEPTEL. 
VANCE 
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